THE QUEST FOR THE 
ORIGINAL AND TRUE PRONUNCIATION OF 
THE SACRED NAME 
PART 1 
  
THE OLD COVENANT NAME
   As with any religious movement, the sacred name movement has its prominent identification mark. Preachers and teachers in this movement demand that their members pronounce the Hebrew name of God. This name they call the sacred name. Because of this emphasis, they call themselves the sacred name believers, thus the sacred name movement. 
   God's name, given to Moses at the burning bush, is written with four Hebrew letters - hwhy, in the most ancient Hebrew Old Testament manuscripts and inscriptions. At that time and for many centuries afterward the Hebrew alphabet was made up only of consonants. Therefore, these four letters are consonants. 
   This word is called "the tetragrammaton" (word of four letters) by language specialists. Depending on which scholar you consult, it is transliterated into English either as YHWH or as YHVH. This divergence of transliterations is only the beginning of the confusion and inconsistencies for sacred name teachers. That confusion is exacerbated by the fact that the pronunciation of the Name was lost in antiquity.




THE CONFUSION
  
   Sacred name teachers are not only confused, they are also confusing. 
   As a group, they are confused. The spelling and pronunciation of the Name used by one group will differ greatly from that used by another group. Some call him Yahweh, some Yaohu, some Yahuwah, and other names. These different spellings and pronunciations are, in truth, different names. Therefore, among the SN movement members there are many different Names, each Sacred to its users. Each user is convinced that his particular spelling is the true Name. 
   They are confused as individuals. A person using a particular spelling and pronunciation today will be using a completely different spelling and pronunciation next week or next year. Though not at all unusual, this latter confusion is ironically exemplified by the booklet What is the Inspired Hebrew Name of the Savior?, John C. Green, Keys to Understanding, 1983. 
   Mr. Green decries the lack of "uniformity" among the "Name-Believers" as to the correct Name to use. Of course, he has reached a conclusion and written a booklet about the correct Name. He believes this disagreement among his brothers has caused criticism to fall upon the movement. Further, he has became convinced that sacred name people can rally around the name he has chosen to promote. 
   Mr. Green researched, concluded, wrote, and published. He was sure and confident about the correct Name. That was in 1983. Later the booklet was distributed with a small disclaimer sheet inserted. Here, in part, is what it says. "Since the writing and publication of this volume, however, additional scholarly information of a linguistic nature has become available to the writer concerning the Names of the Most high and His Son." 
   In other words, Mr. Green has changed his mind about the name he wants to call God. He is only one of many sacred name teachers to have done so. He has found another name that he likes better. He then has the audacity to refer to this new name as sacred. How can all these names be sacred? There is nothing at all sacred about changing the name he uses on such an ill thought out basis. 
   It is apparent he was not absolutely, positively convinced and one hundred per cent sure, as he seemed to be, about the other name he used. His uncertainty, then, has become his only point of correctness. Because no one is able to be certain just how the name was pronounced by the ancient Hebrews or how it should be pronounced now. 
   Instead of solving the unity problem among his brethren, Mr. Green has added to it. He has compounded the confusion. In the process, he has given up his credibility as a teacher. It is very likely that he has changed his mind again by now. 
   Sacred name teachers find very little need for consistency. They have sown contradiction; they are reaping confusion. It is a fitting harvest. 
   If the true pronunciation of the name was not lost centuries ago due to the Jewish custom of not pronouncing it, it is most certainly lost to sacred name people today among the multiplicity of spellings and pronunciations given by their teachers. 
   Of course, sacred name teachers tell us the true pronunciation was not lost. Why then, can't they get it right? These people admit, by their own inability to find and hold to a name, that the correct pronunciation is a conundrum, a puzzle, an enigma, and a mystery. One of their own called this quest for the correct Name, one of the "...Bible riddles of our time..."  He very sincerely said, "The search for this Name has proved to be extremely elusive..." Remember, according to many sacred name teachers, our eternal salvation hinges on solving this "riddle" and finding this "extremely elusive" name. All this seeking, searching, finding, and changing by sacred name teachers can lead an unbiased observer to only one conclusion. The true pronunciation of the name has been lost. Sacred name teachers have not found it.

PICK A NAME, ANY NAME ?
  
   Take a look at the disarray these teachers make of one form of the name, YAHWEH. This is the English rendering favored by about half of all sacred name people. Though this spelling was certainly known and used among scholars earlier, it was popularized during the later nineteenth century by J. B. Rotherham in his Bible translation, The Emphasized Bible. The 1960’s Catholic sponsored translation, The Jerusalem Bible , guaranteed continuing popularity for this form. 
   This form of the name is spoken by some sacred name people as if it were spelled YAH-WAY. By others it is said with stress on the EH, thus YAHW-EH’. Some pronounce it YAH-WAH, so that the last syllable rhymes with the first. While still others say, YOH-WAH. 
   Other groups belittle the use of Yahweh and refuse to bring the four letters into English with any vowels. "If the Hebrews didn't use any vowels, then neither are we." (Perhaps vowels are of the devil?) These people use only the four English consonants, YHWH. Then, as individuals they pronounce the word in a myriad of ways. All the while, at least some of them imagine they are vocalizing the Name without saying any vowels. One of the favored pronunciations of these folks is YAH-WAH. (Here, the vowels had to be put in for you to get any sense at all of how they say the word.) Poor ignorant souls do not realize that as air passes through the mouth while voicing a word, one is uttering a vowel. 
   At the opposite pole, there are other teachers who have convinced themselves that all four letters of the name are indeed, vowels. In a very wasted attempt to mix history, these quote the renegade Jewish historian Flavius Josephus as their scholarly authority. Here again, convoluted but interesting pronunciations result. IaHUeH is an example of these. 
   Other teachers will not bring the Name into English at all. Taking their logic to its extreme, these folks use only the Hebrew, h w h y. Noticeable among these is a new bible revision catering to sacred name converts, The Scriptures. Who is to criticize? They are seeking the original name, after all. Why not write it in Hebrew? 
  
BIBLE TRANSLATION A MUST
 
   A number of SN groups have realized their ultimate need if they are to survive. They cannot continue to use any unbiased translation on the Bible. They have translated (I use the word translated loosely here.) their own versions of the Bible. 
   Here again, the confusion is rampant. Yahweh is the choice of The Book of Yahweh, published by The House of Yahweh, a Texas Sacred Name group. Yahweh also is favored by The Sacred Scriptures from Assemblies of Yahweh of Pennsylvania, and The Holy Name Bible from the Scripture Research Association. 
   However, The Restoration of the Original Sacred Name Bible from the Missionary Dispensary Bible Research has YAHVAH. While The Exegeses Ready Research Bible by Herb Yahn uses YAH VEH, two words. Perhaps in an attempt to avoid the spelling and pronunciation conflict, at least one translation, The Scriptures from The Institute for Scripture Research, uses only the Hebrew, h w h y . 
   The story told here is not a happy one. Sincere people are attempting to find the truth of God. They seek and change names; then they seek and change again. They have been mislead by men who are themselves deceived and being deceived. 
   There is only one way to find the truth. You have to look where it is. It is in the Bible. SN teachers have led their people to books and books, scholars and scholars to find the Name and have not found it. There is only one scholar, the Holy Spirit. There is only one book, the Bible. It should be a sure sign that a doctrine is false when a group must create a bible to fit it. It is a simple idea, but have they ever thought of making their doctrine fit the Bible? By refusing to accept the Word of God, this movement has reached the point of utter confusion. 
   Here are but some of the ways the Name is spelled and/or pronounced within the Sacred Name Movement.
	 

	Yahwah
	Yahweh
	YHWH

	Yah Veh
	Yah
	Yahway

	Yaohu  Ul
	Yahvah
	Yahuwah

	Iahueh
	YHVH
	Yahuah
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1.   What is the Sacred Name Movement?
     The Sacred Name Movement comprises those churches, assemblies, worship groups, study groups, and individuals who believe they have found, are using, and must use, the original Hebrew pronunciations for the names of God.
2.   Is the movement a unified organization?
     No. It is made up of various groups with no central authority and no cohesive belief system.
3.   Other than the sacred name, what are some of the beliefs of sacred name groups?
     Certainly there are exceptions, but in general it may be said that the movement attempts to keep the Old Covenant. Sacred name teachers mention 613 laws of that covenant. 
     - Most are sabbatarian, betraying their Church of God, Seventh Day roots. But, a few worship on Sunday. 
     - Only a very few have a Trinitarian theology. Most believe a variation of the Arian theology. A small number are Modalistic (Oneness) in their view of God. 
     - Nearly all assemblies observe at least one (most, more than one) of the Old Testament feast days. There are long and serious discussions among them about the correct dates for the feasts. These differences usually center around the dates and sightings of the new moon. Divisions within and splits of groups are caused by these differences. 
     - Most sacred name assemblies celebrate the Passover in one form or another. 
     - A few groups practice animal sacrifice by offering the passover lamb each year. 
     - At least one group believes that Satan is a female and is God's estranged wife. 
     - One group teaches that AIDs is actually Bubonic Plague. And of course, that Bubonic Plague of the Middle Ages was actually AIDs. 
     - At least one group, The House of Yahweh, believes a man may have more than one wife. The Waco, Texas, Branch Dividian sacred name group practiced this perversion. We have no word on whether it is considered proper for a woman to have more than one husband. Probably it is not. 
     - An IDMR [Institute of Divine Metaphysical Research] teacher once worked into the wee hours of the morning, quite in vain I must say, to convince me that the Old Testament hero Joshua had no father because he was the son of Nun. The IDMR teacher supposes the Hebrew name NUN means the same as our English word NONE! I do not know if this is an IDMR teaching or if this individual gentleman was just confused. I had previously heard this told only as a child's riddle; but I did not imagine anyone thought it true. Needless to say, I came away from that conversation shaking my head in amazement.
4.    How many sacred name people are there in the United States?
     We do not know. A number cannot be determined with any accuracy. As J. Gordon Melton succinctly puts it in his Encyclopedia of American Religions, numbers are "not  reported." Not reporting numbers is quite common among religious groups. 
     After having observed and studied the movement for more then six years, this writer's best estimate is that there are around 5,000 to 6,000 assembly members in the United States. If those claiming to be not a religion but only research organizations are included, we could push that number to as many as 7,000. 
     It should be noted that some SN groups give their mailing list number when asked for numbers. We do not  take the view that receipt of literature equals membership. 
     A very low hurdle for determining membership is whether one has attended the meeting place in the last month plus ten times in the past year. Most certainly, a number of individuals are members of the Sacred Name Movement who attend no assembly. 
     It is also noteworthy that the movement's members generally disavow assemblies which use the Sacred Names but also have a New Age flavor. 
     A common phrase used within the Movement to specify and at the same time exclude is "brethren of good will." It is a term of fellowship. It is used in a sincere attempt to include those who are open to the fellowship of others in spite of doctrinal differences. It is also used to distinguish those controlling leaders who believe that only their converts are right in God's sight and all others lost. Still, the intrinsic nature of the phrase is a divisive one. It's very use shows division within the Movement. 
     The larger assemblies include an assembly in Texas having about 250+ members. According to reports made by former members, this assembly has a number of people who come and go and have no firm ties to the group. Two assemblies in Alabama have less than 100. Two groups are in Tennessee: one has about 250 people, the other, a commune, has less than 200. A group in Pennsylvania has large feast attendance, but their assembly attendance seems to be quite small, less than 100. 
    There are three or more non affiliated assemblies in Arkansas, but reports of numbers are sketchy. Best estimates are of a total of less than 150 members in these groups. At least one rather old and large group is in Michigan, estimate: less than 100 people. At least two, perhaps four assemblies are in Missouri. These have been subjected to repeated division. An estimate of their combined number, 125. 
     There are a few Jewish or Jewish wannabe sacred name Messianic assemblies. It is hard to give even a best guess estimate of their membership numbers. It is certainly a low number, probably less than 500 people nation wide. 
     This office believes that militia groups which are part of the Sacred Name Movement are not as numerous as some sensationalized newspaper reports have previously implied. We think that less than a 1,000 people are both anti-government militia and Sacred Name Movement. 
     Though not recognized as such by the majority within the Movement, the New Age SN people are certainly part of the Sacred Name Movement. These groups usually present themselves as research and self help organizations and are not always easy to detect as Sacred Name assemblies. The membership in all these groups is probably no more than 1,000 people. 
     There are numerous groups with membership in the teens and twenties. All these combined are estimated to number about 1,000 to 1,500 people. 
     We have not included in our estimate the Hebrew Roots Movement people. These folks seem to focus more on attempting to emulate the Hebrew culture than on the advancement of the sacred name theory. We understand most of these assemblies do not use the sacred names. 
     We acknowledge that we are treading on thin ice by giving these estimates. Please be aware that these estimates are at best educated guesses and may well err either high or low. 
  
     [Thanks to all who have some personal knowledge on this particular point and have sent assembly numbers to us. We do our best to verify this information. But, the number of members of the Sacred Name Movement can be determined with only a very low degree of accuracy. gm] 
THE QUEST FOR THE 
 CORRECT PRONUNCIATION OF 
 THE SACRED NAME(s) 
PART 2 
  
  
THE CONFUSION
     Viewed individually or as a group, the assemblies comprising the SN movement are fostering an obvious confusion concerning how to say the Sacred Name(s). This is not likely their intention. But, intention or not, the teachers among the groups are themselves confused. When they teach others, the confusion spreads. Since the Almighty One is not the author of confusion, he certainly is nowhere near the SN movement.
STRIVING TO GET IT RIGHT
     For the sake of this study, let us consider three SN teachers. Our first one writes the name of Jesus as YHWHSHUA. He explains that this word is pronounced as five syllables, Yah-ooo-ah-shu-a. He prays in this name; he sings praises in this name; he baptizes in this name. Yet, it is a contrived name, a fabricated name. It is absolutely not the name of anyone who ever lived. 
     Hear some of this SN teacher's reasoning which he says led him to this pronunciation of the Savior's name. It seems he had "struggled" "for many years" to find the true pronunciation of the NAME of YHWH. He "was sure" that "planted deep in the Word is a clue" to the pronunciation of this NAME. 
  
    He knew the name of Jacob's fourth son was "Yahudah". This name is pronounced Yah-ooo-dah by every believer whom our teacher knows. It is also the name by which the people of God were called many times in the Old Testament. "If my people which are called by my name..." II Chro. 7 : 14. 
     Our teacher says the name Yahudah means "I will praise YHWH."  So he became convinced that the true pronunciation of YHWH is contained in the word Yahudah. A Hebrew study he once read said the letter "D" (Daleth  in Hebrew) means praise. His thought, leave the D, "praise," out of the word Yahudah and you have YHWH left.  Leave the "D" sound out of the pronunciation of Yahudah and you are left with the correct pronunciation of YHWH, YAH-OOO-AH. It is as simple as that. 
     Then, to arrive at the pronunciation of the Savior's name, just add the Hebrew word for salvation -"shua." There you have YHWHSHUA or YHWH is salvation, pronounced Yah-ooo-ah-shu-a. Isn't that amazing. It's just like magic. It seems so easily done. 
     But it was not easily done. Our teacher is nothing if not sincere. (I mean no sarcasm here. I really think this man is, like most SN people, sincere.)  He struggled through years of using other incorrect or, to him, less correct, pronunciations of the NAME before arriving at the use of this one. He tells us he went from YAHWAH to YAHVAH to YAHVEH to YAHWEH to YAHUWAH as ways to pronounce the Sacred Name. He has in all sincerity changed the name of the God he serves for a sixth time. 
     This sad and twisted road he offers to us, while at the same time telling us that the true pronunciation of the NAME was never lost. 
     The only response that can be made to such a statement is this. If the correct way to pronounce the NAME was not lost, why did this teacher have to search for "many years" to find it? Why did he first have to find a "clue," which eventually lead him to finding the pronunciation, if the pronunciation was not lost? 
You can easily see that YHWHSHUA is a manufactured word. It is cobbled together by imposing a radical religious idea and a major dose of ignorance onto the Hebrew language. 
  
 A  LITTLE LOGIC?    SURE, VERY LITTLE.

     The logic underlying our SN teacher's arrival at such a rendering of the NAME of our Savior goes something like this. The Savior's NAME means "YHWH saves."  To be altogether correct, the NAME should be translatable exactly as this phrase. But there is no Hebrew New Testament from which to get the Lord's name. And none of the Hebrew OT words for Joshua's name are exactly translatable as YHWH saves. The Hebrew words for Joshua's name use Yah, the abbreviated form of the Sacred Name. So an exact translation of Joshua's name from Hebrew to English would be "Yah saves," instead of the desired "YHWH saves."  It is worth noting here that YHWH, not YAH, is thought by SN people to be the greatest name ever given. Therefore the Savior's name must contain the longer form, YHWH. 
     But not to be deterred, our SN teacher finds a simple solution to his problem. Transliterate the Sacred Name from Paleo-Hebrew, hwhy,  into Modern Hebrew, hwhy. From Modern Hebrew, hwhy, into English, YHWH. This is the NAME which our SN friend believes is above every name and which our Savior's name "must" contain. Now, take this Hebrew word, couple to it the Hebrew word for save or salvation. (Strong’s Concordance has at least two or three words that mean salvation.) Our teacher picks "shua."  Putting SHUA as the suffix to YHWH he gets YHWHSHUA. 
    This teacher thinks that he is well equipped and privileged to correct the Scriptures. He further believes that his correction is inspired. One of the foundation premises of the SN Movement is that the Bible has become corrupted over the centuries.      
 
    While inventing this false name, he demonstrates his lack of regard for the fact that the word which he has created out of whole cloth is not found anywhere in the Scriptures. He is caused not one moment of compunction by the truth that this word is not a Hebrew word at all. This man has conditioned himself to truly believe that this word, YHWHSHUA, is the very name that the angel Gabriel gave to Mary to call her firstborn son. He thinks that this word is the exact word that was recorded in Holy Writ as the name of our Savior when men were moved by the Holy Spirit to write the New Testament. He actually believes that YHWHSHUA is the heaven given name and that Yah-ooo-ah-shu-a is the heavenly pronunciation. 
 
THE SPIRIT WILL LEAD?
  
     Now, for a second example, consider a group in Tennessee. Their SN teacher had a revelation about the Savior's true NAME. He discovered that the Lord's mother (father, brothers, kinsmen, friends, the angel Gabriel) did not call him Jesus. (This had to be revealed to him?) 
     For more than a year, as he stopped using the name of Jesus, he pronounced the name of our Savior, "Yasha." While this pronunciation is a bit unique, it is not altogether unknown among SN people. 
     This teacher pronounces YHWH as Yahwah. But he does not put in the vowels when he writes it. After he had studied and prayed many hours and after having others pray, the Spirit spoke to one of the sisters in this group that the correct pronunciation of the Savior's NAME is Yash-wa. Again, he put in no vowels, only writes the NAME as YHWSH. This two syllable rendering works well for them as they replace "Jesus" in their songs. 
     It is not to be thought odd that this teacher anathematizes all other pronunciations. He announced that he would put out of the church any who used the pronunciation Jesus. He does not allow others the privilege he enjoyed for more than a year, using a pronunciation of the Savior's NAME which he now considers incorrect. Apparently no one in the assembly thinks their teacher has a credibility problem.
TWO TRUE NAMES?
  
     Our last example among SN teachers pronounces the NAME as Yahshua, three syllables, Yah-shu-a. This is the most popular pronunciation among SN assemblies. The most common pronunciation among Jewish people is Yeshua. (See "The Jewish New Testament" translated by David H. Stern.) 
     This teacher follows the SN party line. To him, if he can say the Hebrew name for Joshua, he is saying the true name of the Savior. But, this man points out for us that, "Joshua, in Hebrew, is ‘Yahshua’ or the longer form ‘Yahoshua’." (Actually, there is also a third form of Joshua's name in the OT.) 
     Our teacher, upon whose every word we are hanging, proceeds to use "Yahshua" exclusively. He gives not so much as a passing reference to "the longer form" of the name. He does not bother to tell us why he chose to use only the shorter form. He makes no mention at all of a third form. 
     So, in a article entitled "The True Name of the Messiah," our third SN teacher gives two names for the Messiah. (Are we to suppose that both are true?) He picks one, without explanation, and uses it to the exclusion of the other. Did he think no one would ask why? Did he not expect that we were hanging on his every word? Perhaps he thought we were not paying attention. We were! How are we to know which name our Savior used? Did he use both? 
    This, then, is "proof" of the NAME we ought to use and of the absolutely correct way we are to pronounce it. Do I remember hearing somewhere that we are not going to heaven unless we pronounce it "this" way?



JUST ANOTHER FALSE TEACHING
  
       If you have read this far, you have seen that confusion is king in the Sacred Name Movement. You can also see the reason for the confusion. SN teachers rush in where wise Jewish scholars for centuries have feared to tread. SN people manifest an eager willingness to tamper with the Jewish custom of not vocalizing the NAME. This is a custom which Jesus did not "correct." Simon Peter, the apostle to the Jewish people did not "correct" it. 
     Yet, these eager teachers will go where Jesus did not go. Rather than a SN teacher of today, if anyone other than Jesus was equipped to make such a "correction" it was Saul of Tarsus. But Paul never uses the Sacred Name in his writings. He never instructs anyone else to use it and is silent about the Jewish custom of not using it. What Jesus, Peter, and Paul did not correct needs no correction. 
    Surely, the Sacred Name Movement has some good and sincere people in it. But even a cursory examination of the doctrine, as taught by SN teachers, reveals how poorly thought out, ill founded, and false it is. The movement and its doctrine of the Sacred Name is of man and not of God. The Sacred Name Movement is just another tool the enemy uses to deceive and ensnare people.
MORE CONFUSION
  
     In order to further demonstrate the rampant confusion within the SN movement, here is a list of various spellings and/or pronunciations substituted for the name of Jesus. Bear in mind that to someone each of these names is holy, that to someone each of these names is absolutely, positively the name that Jesus' mother called him. 
    This list is not made up. All these names are in use by same SN person somewhere. Unless any particular name has been abandoned for one which the SN teacher likes better.
	 

	Yaohushua
	Yahvahosha
	YHWHSHUA

	Yahshua
	Yahushua
	Yeshua

	Iahushua
	Yashwa
	Yahoshua

	Yahweh Ben Yahweh
	Yashua
	Y'shua
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